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Check your credit report at least once a year for your
payment history. You can obtain a free copy of your credit report
by either:

e C(alling 1-877-322-8228
» Visiting www.annualcreditreport.com

Only order the report from this official source. Legitimate con-
sumer reporting companies will not call you or send an email
asking for personal information. On the Web, do not open emails
or click pop-ups that offer a free credit report. You cannot obtain
a free credit report by contacting a consumer reporting company
directly.

If you are applying for a loan, check your credit score to learn if
lenders consider you a good credit risk. Credit scores are usu-
ally between 300 and 850. Five factors determine credit scores:
payment history, amount of debt, credit account history, recent
credit history, and types of credit you have.

To obtain your credit score only, you should check the three cred-
it reporting companies for the best price. You will need to contact:

e Equifax at www.equifax.com or 1-800-685-1111;
e Experian at www.experian.com or 1-888-397-3742; and
¢ Trans Union at www.transunion.com or 1-800-916-8800.

You may need to provide your full name, including any maiden
name; current address; previous address; Social Security number;
and date of birth.

With the increasing amount of identity theft, it is to your
benefit to guard your personal information carefully and check
your credit report regularly.





